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Normans built a fleet, however, and particularly when Robert
Guiscard began his offensive against Greece, the supremacy
of the Venetians was endangered and also their trading routes
to Constantinople. They allied with the Emperor Alexius
Comnenus, and assisted him to repel the Norman invaders;
in return they received peculiar privileges in freedom from
tolls and a special quarter at Constantinople.
It was not until the eleventh century that the coastalpisa an<J
towns of western Italy began their naval and commercial enoa
careers. The constant raiding of their coasts by the Moslems
in the tenth century had caused Pisa and Genoa to build
ships in self-defence. Pisa, sacked in 1004, had retaliated
and won a naval victory in 1005. In 1016 Pisa and Genoa
had united in an expedition which resulted in the conquest
of Sardinia, and had gradually obtained the mastery of the
Tyrrhenian Sea, continuing their counter-offensive so far as
to threaten the Barbary coast of North Africa* In 1063 a
Pisan fleet appeared off Palermo, but the Normans were
unwilling to enter into a partnership which, though it would
have accelerated their conquest, would also have given the
Pisans a share in the spoils. Finally, in 1087 Pisa and Genoa,
once more acting in concert, captured Mahdiyah, the principal
harbour of the Zairid emirs, burnt the Moslem fleet, and
imposed a humiliating peace.
This was the culminating triumph.   The command of the Results of
-flip /•aTvtiwA
sea had definitely passed to the Italian powers—Venice, of Mahdiyah
Genoa, Pisa, and the Normans—and of all the disasters (io87)
suffered by Islam in the West this was perhaps the most
important. Islam was almost excluded from the West; only
the Almoravides of Morocco remained unaffected, a serious
handicap to the Christian kingdoms of Spain. As by their
conquests from the seventh century onwards the communica-
tion by sea between East and West had been broken, so by
their defeat the old intercourse was restored. The object of
the victors was commerce, the acquisition of wealth by
contact with Eastern trade. The result was the enrichment
of the West and the heightening of its civilisation. Venice
was concerned with the Adriatic and the overland routes to
Constantinople, which it supplied with food-stuffs, bringing
back spices and luxury articles to the West in return. Genoa
and Pisa were concerned with the sea route to the south-

